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CONFIDENTIAL GUATEMALA 1770 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, GT 

SUBJECT: POLITICAL CLIMATE - GUATEMALA 

1. IN THE PAST TWO WEEKS THE GOG'S POSITION HAS 
SOLIDIFIED AND IT NOW SEEMS CLEAR THAT GENERAL 
LAUGERUD WILL BE THE NEXT PRESIDENT OF GUATEMALA. 
NATIONAL LEADERS OF ALL SECTORS ARE ADJUSTING 

TO THE NEW POLITICAL REALITY AND ARE ACTIVELY 
JOCKEYING FOR POSITIONS OF POWER IN THE NEW 
REGIME FOR BOTH PERSONAL GAIN AND A VOICE IN THE 
SETTING OF PUBLIC POLICY. THE ISSUE THAT WILL 
ASSUME THE GREATEST IMMEDIATE IMPORTANCE WILL BE 
THE BALANCE SOUGHT AND ACHIEVED BETWEEN LAUGERUD'S 
OFT-EXPRESSED DESIRE TO PROMOTE SOCIAL PROGRESS 
ON THE ONE HAND AND THE INTEREST OF HIS MAIN 
POLITICAL PARTY AND THOSE BEHIND IT IN RESISTING THIS 
ON THE OTHER. 

2. ON THE POLITICAL FRONT, THE ELECTORAL REGISTRY IS 
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BASIS BELIEVED TO HAVE LITTLE IF ANY RELEVANCE TO THE 
ACTUAL VOTE AND APPEARS TO BE GIVING THE COALITION 
A SIMPLE MAJORITY WHILE REDUCING OPPOSITION FRONT 
REPRESENTATION, BUT NOT THAT OF THE PR. THE GOG HAS 
NOT YET MADE ANY CLEAR MOVE TO INVALIDATE THE ELECTION 
OF FURD LEADER LEONEL PONCIANO AS MAYOR OF GUATEMALA 
DESPITE WIDELY CIRCULATED CHARGES THAT HE WON BY FRAUD. 
CARLOS SAGASTUME HAS BROUGHT HIS SUPPORTERS IN THE 
REVOLUTIONARY PARTY INTO THE GOVERNMENT CAMP OVER THE 
OBJECTIONS OF PR PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE PAIZ NOVALES, 

WHILE FRONT LEADER KEEP UP VOCAL OPPOSITION. 

3. IN CHURCH AFFAIRS, THE GOG HAS ORDERED SEVERAL 
FOREIGN PRIESTS TO LEAVE THE COUNTRY FOR ALLEGED 
POLITICAL ACTIVITY, WHILE THE GOVERNMENT REACTED 
VIGOUROUSLY TO STATEMENTS MADE BY SENATOR EDWARD 
KENNEDY ON THE ELECTIONS. 

4. ON THE SECURITY FRONT, A WELL-KNOWN AND STRONG 
ANTI-GOVERNMENT RADIO NEWS COMMENTATOR WAS 
ASSASSINATED AND OPPOSITION FRONT LEADERS FEARED 
THAT THEY WOULD BE VICTIMS OF POLITICAL TERROR. 

5. PRECEDING IS SUMMARY OF EMBASSY'S A-046 (BI-WEEKLY POLITICAL 
REVIEW) POUCHED MARCH 28. 

MELOY 



CONFIDENTIAL 



NNN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLITICAL STABILITY, POLITICAL SITUATION, PRESIDENT ELECT, ELECTION FRAUD, NATIONAL ELECTIONS, SOCIAL CHANGE, 
POLITICAL LEADERS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 28 MAR 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: golinofr 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974GUATEM01770 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740068-0342 
From: GUATEMALA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t1974038/aaaaahjz.tel 

Line Count: 87 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ARA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: golinofr 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09 SEP 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <09 SEP 2002 by boyleja>; APPROVED <08 JAN 2003 by golinofr> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: POLITICAL CLIMATE - GUATEMALA 
TAGS: PINT, GT, (LAUGERUD, KJELL) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




